9. Eleanor Rollitt

Eleanor Rollitt (Bailey) was born in Hull in 1853, the 2nd daughter of ship
builder, William Bailey and Mary Badger Ainley. William was a self made
man, and a partner in the steamship company, Bailey & Leetham, which
was taken over by Thomas Wilson & Co. in 1903.

William was also a JP, and a director of the Hull Dock Company and he
lived at White Hall, Winestead.

Eleanor married Albert Kaye Rollitt at the newly opened, St Peter’s Church,
Anlaby on 26th August 1872 when she was just 18 years old. Her brother,
Walter Samuel Bailey, of The Mansion, Anlaby, married Albert’s sister,
Ellen Rollitt.




Albert Kaye Rollitt, was the son of solicitor John Rollitt, and brother of
Arthur, also a renowned solicitor who lived at Browsholme, Cottingham.
Albert became very successful, eventually became President of the Law
Society, and was later knighted.

Philanthropic

Their only daughter, Ellen Kaye was born in 1874, and the family lived at
Thwaite House in Cottingham. Eleanor was very involved with local
charities, and was a great supporter and benefactor of the Sailor’s
Orphanage on Spring Bank. She was also a patron of the training ship T.S.
Southampton. This ship trained wayward boys and orphans in the basics of
seamanship. It was moored in the Humber at the mouth of the River Hull.
Eleanor personally opened bank accounts with the Hull Savings Bank for
the boys.

Eleanor was always referred to as charitable and philanthropic. She
organized annual visits and fetes at the family house in Thwaite Street, for
the children of the orphanage. She also subscribed towards a new wing at
the Hull Royal Hospital in Prospect Street.

Lady Mayoress

When her husband became Mayor of Hull in 1883-1885, Eleanor became
Lady Mayoress and extended her support for local charities and good
causes. She was also very active in the early women’s suffrage movement.
Sadly, during her tenure of Lady Mayoress, she suffered heart problems,
and died on 11 January 1885, aged only 31.
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Her funeral was attended by ex-mayors, councillors and many of the local
dignitaries. The cortege, which left from the family house in Cottingham,
was lined all the way to Hull General Cemetery, with crowds of in excess of
20,000 people, including the orphans of the Sailor’'s Orphan Homes. Her
portrait was painted by Ernest Gustave Giradot and hangs in The Guildhall.
A marble bust by local sculptor William Day Keyworth junior is also in the

Guildhall.



